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Rule

Rule 36.  Entry of Judgment; Notice

(a) Entry.  A judgment is entered when it is noted on the
docket.  The clerk must prepare, sign, and enter the
judgment:

(1) after receiving the court’s opinion — but if settle-
ment of the judgment’s form is required, after final
settlement; or

(2) if a judgment is rendered without an opinion, as
the court instructs.

(b) Notice.  On the date when judgment is entered, the clerk
must mail to all parties a copy of the opinion —  or the
judgment, if no opinion was written —  and a notice
of the date when the judgment was entered.

Rule 36. Entry of Judgment – Judgment of
Affirmance Without Opinion
The court may enter a judgment of affirmance without
opinion, citing this rule, when it determines that any of the
following conditions exist and an opinion would have no
precedential value:

(a) the judgment, decision, or order of the trial court
appealed from is based on findings that are not clearly
erroneous;

(b) the evidence supporting the jury’s verdict is sufficient;

(c) the record supports summary judgment, directed ver-
dict, or judgment on the pleadings;

(d) the decision of an administrative agency warrants
affirmance under the standard of review in the statute
authorizing the petition for review; or

(e) a judgment or decision has been entered without an
error of law.
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Practice Note
Separate Judgment Not Prepared in Certain Instances. A separate judgment is not prepared when a case is dismissed on consent or on
motion or for failure to prosecute. The order of dismissal serves as the judgment when entered.

Rule 37.  Interest on Judgment

(a) When the Court Affirms.  Unless the law provides oth-
erwise, if a money judgment in a civil case is affirmed,
whatever interest is allowed by law is payable from the
date when the district court’s judgment was entered.

(b) When the Court Reverses.  If the court modifies or
reverses a judgment with a direction that a money judg-
ment be entered in the district court, the mandate must
contain instructions about the allowance of interest.

Rule 38.  Frivolous Appeal —  Damages and Costs

If a court of appeals determines that an appeal is frivo-
lous, it may, after a separately filed motion or notice from
the court and reasonable opportunity to respond, award
just damages and single or double costs to the appellee.
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